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Elsevier, 600 Technology Square, Cambridge, MA 02139, USANot long after I’d published my very ﬁrst research article during my Ph.D. tenure, my supervisor
asked me why I wasn’t writing up an article about other data that I had. He was referring to the hours
upon hours of ﬂuorescence microscopy movies I’d accumulated over the past year. I told him it was
because I couldn’t generate an Earth shaking story from the data, no matter how I changed the angle
of my analyses. He came back with, “Well, it might not win you the Nobel Prize, but it is good, solid
data that you should publish”. His point really hit home with me: every piece of data that has been
carefully and thoughtfully gathered has value.
Taking my supervisor's point to heart, I deliberately included as much of my data as I thought I
could into the supplementary ﬁles of my next research article. However, when I look back, many of
these pieces of data lack the context needed for other researchers to actually beneﬁt from them. I’m
conﬁdent that I wouldn’t be able to reanalyze or reproduce any of that data based on what I’d written
in the article or in the supplementary material. Without a thorough description, any initial value to
the data is lost. Data in Brief has been created in an effort to extend the use of data so painstakingly
gathered.
We created Data in Brief (www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief) as a place where researchers
can thoroughly describe, highlight and share their data. Data that may have never left the lab bench,
data that normally goes unnoticed in supplementary ﬁles and data in public repositories can now have
a venue for publication. Authors, across all scientiﬁc disciplines, are invited to thoroughly describe
their datasets by writing a Data in Brief article. These articles are purely descriptions of data; they do
not provide functional data, attempt to address hypotheses or provide novel scientiﬁc interpretation
and insight. We ask authors to ﬁll in a speciﬁcations table (Table 1) to provide base level context to
their data and explicitly say why the data described in the Data in Brief article is of value to the greater
scientiﬁc community. These requirements make datasets searchable and consequently more useful to
others.
Data in Brief is a fully open access journal: all content is freely available to everyone upon
publication. We require that all data associated with Data in Brief articles be made publicly available
by publishing the data directly in the journal or in an established public repository. Data in Brief has
teamed up with The DataVerse Network (http://thedata.org) to create a general database that hosts all
types of data (http://thedata.harvard.edu/dvn/dv/dib). All Data in Brief authors are welcome to uploadx.doi.org/10.1016/j.dib.2014.09.001
09/
ail address: p.shaklee@elsevier.com
Table 1
Speciﬁcations table.
Subject area e.g. Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Economics, Psychology
More speciﬁc
subject area
Describe narrower subject area
Type of data Table, image (x-ray, microscopy, etc), text ﬁle, graph, ﬁgure
How data was
acquired
Microscope, survey, SEM, NMR, mass spectroscopy, etc. If an instrument was used, please provide the
model and make of the instrument
Data format Raw, ﬁltered, analyzed, etc
Experimental factors Brief description of any pretreatment of samples
Experimental
features
Very brief experimental description
Data source location City, country and/or latitude and longitude (& GPS coordinates) for collected samples/data if applicable
Data accessibility State if data is with this article or in public repository. If public repository, please explicitly name
repository and data identiﬁcation number and provide a direct URL to data
P.M. Shaklee / Data in Brief 1 (2014) 5–66their datasets to the Data in Brief DataVerse. Not only does DataVerse act as a repository for datasets,
but authors are provided with a Digital Object Identiﬁer (DOI) for their dataset and a “ready to go”
data citation that follows the Force 11 Data citation principles (https://www.force11.org/datacitation).
Data in Brief has a broad advisory editorial board comprised of members from a cross section of the
scientiﬁc community. Each of these individuals plays an important role in facilitating data sharing and
reuse in their own subject areas. We are delighted to have each of these scientists providing feedback
and guiding the direction of the journal.
We invite you to “make your data count” by telling the community about your important datasets
in Data in Brief.
